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Abstract 
Rates of intimate partner violence (IPV) in North Carolina are significantly higher than the 
national average, with lifetime prevalence estimated at 44% for women and 19% for men.  IPV 
contributes to greater health burden, leading to significant short- and long-term physical, mental, 
and behavioral health consequences.  The purpose of this project was to conduct a community 
forum to bring together key stakeholders to identify ways community health centers and IPV 
service agencies can work together to address health needs of survivors.  The UNC School of 
Nursing partnered with the North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence to conduct this 
forum.  During the event, participants utilized a group priority sort model to determine priority 
health care needs and populations in need of services.  The highest priority health care needs 
included 1) trauma-informed health care services, 2) bilingual services, and 3) emergency health 
care.  The highest priority populations were 1) victims/survivors of human trafficking and sexual 
violence, 2) LBGTQ+ individuals, and 4) individuals with disabilities.  Participants also 
conducted a SWOT analysis, brainstorming strategies to capitalize on new partnerships and 
opportunities to improve care services.  Strategies focused primarily on the efficient use of 
resources and addressing the needs of vulnerable populations.  The forum identified several 
strategies to narrow gaps in care and recommendations for sustaining partnerships between 
community health centers and IPV service agencies.  With this information, it is the hope that the 
forum can be replicated in the other regions of North Carolina in order to improve services 
statewide.   
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